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News Release 
 

Judge orders two alleged smugglers from Juarez detained without bond 
The men face federal charges following their arrest by ICE with 31 other aliens in a motel  

 
EL PASO, Texas — A federal magistrate ordered two Mexican men held without bond here today 
for their alleged role with smuggling 31 aliens into the United States.   U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) special agents arrested the men and the other aliens Monday. 
 
ICE special agents discovered Silvestre Murillo-Trujillo, 25, and Filiberto Estillado-Pantoja, 26, 
together with 31 other aliens in three separate rooms at the Motel 6 at 1330 Lomaland.  The aliens 
had been in the East El Paso motel five days, and all appeared to be in good health.  The aliens told 
ICE agents they had been waiting in the motel to be transported to various U.S. cities. 
 
Murillo-Trujillo is charged with transporting the illegal aliens into the United States; Estillado-
Pantoja faces re-entry after deportation charges.  Both are felony charges.  The two men are from 
Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico, and both were in the country illegally.  If convicted, they face a 
maximum sentence of 10 years. 
 
“Tracking and shutting down alien smuggling organizations is a priority for ICE special agents,” 
said Brock Nicholson, who heads the ICE El Paso Office of Investigations. “Unscrupulous ‘coyotes’ 
are driven by greed, and have little or no regard for the well being of the people they handle as 
human cargo.” 
 
With the exception of four Guatemalans, the aliens were all Mexican nationals. They ranged in age 
from 15 to 40. 
 
The U.S. Attorney’s Office has accepted this case for prosecution.  The smugglers are scheduled to 
have a preliminary and detention hearing March 27 in federal court.   
 

# ICE # 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) was established in March 2003 as the largest investigative arm  

of the Department of Homeland Security. ICE is comprised of four integrated divisions that form a 21st century 
 law enforcement agency with broad responsibilities for a number of key homeland security priorities. 


